
 
Middle School Friday Letter 
10/7/16 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- Drivers Needed Oct. 28th to the Exploratorium.  Drop off at 9:30 am 
pick up at 2:00 pm.  You can drop and go or stay and join us! 

- Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their 
leadership both academically and socially: 

- Katie Murphy-Quinn  - 8th Grade 
- Kernus Travis-Hall  - 7th Grade 

- 7A homeroom Parent Teacher Conferences:  Notices were sent 
home on Wednesday so that parents could sign up online to schedule 
their parent teacher conference with Mr. Baker.  If you did not receive 
that slip of paper, you may use the following information to sign up for 
a conference: 

- www.ptcfast.com/reg1 
- Code:  HVF1156390 

 
SMART CAMPAIGN 
MS Parents - Please don't forget to donate to the Willow Creek 
Foundation’s SMART campaign. The SMART campaign raises money 
annually to bridge the funding gap. This is where I get my classroom 
budget for classroom/student supplies, field trips, etc. Donations also 
support the Art Teacher, Music Teacher, the Librarian and many other 
important programs that directly benefit our kids.  
 
You can donate on-line at www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate or by 
cash/check in the main office. Every single donation is appreciated. So, 
please consider giving an amount appropriate to your family. D.O.G. (Day 
Of Giving) calls are scheduled for October 28. Try to get your donation in 

http://www.ptcfast.com/reg1
http://www.willowcreekacademy.org/donate


before then! And I hear the new blue bumper stickers are on their way 
sometime next week. 
Thank you so much for your support! 
 
Science -   
7th Grade:  
Our Engineering teams worked this week with their client to overcome 4 
constraints and develop a working prototype. Their client (Mr. Devol) is 
extremely high maintenance and requires that the flashlight be lightweight, 
be able to focus its light and increase and decrease the amount of light it 
produces. 
 

(brainstorming…..)  
 
 
8th Grade: 
In 8th grade, AERONAUTICAL ENGINEERING was the order of the week. 
Students are learning that through failure there is innovation.  Again, a very 
difficult client is looking for planes that can not only fly for long periods of 
time but can turn left and right.  
 



 
 
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: We continue reading through the play “Pygmalion” by 
George Bernard Shaw.  Each student has been assigned a part and are 
reciting them aloud in a Reader’s Theater format. We have been doing 
these reads in small groups.  This seems to be helpful in assisting them 
with comprehending this difficult, dense read. It is also a really delightful 
way to read a script and allows them the opportunity to act it out as well. 
     8th Grade: All 8th grade students finished their Free Verse poems and 
presented them to the entire class this week.  They were all fabulous! 
Friday October 7th we will wrap up Unit I (“Inside Out & Back Again”) with 
our end of novel exam.  Come Monday we will begin Unit II, “To Kill a 
Mockingbird” by Harper Lee. A classic they will no doubt enjoy. 
  
  
 
Social Studies 

7th Grade :  We have entered into the world of European Feudalism! 
We know a little bit about the plight of serfs, and how they served 
their noble lords and ladies who were vassals of other powerful lords 



and monarchs.  Next week, we will see how Feudalism manifested in 
Japan and Russia. 
 
8th Grade :  This week, we explored the Constitution of the United 
States of America.  We also took some time to decode the Preamble, 
and memorize that one very important sentence.  We also began 
decoding the first three articles of the Constitution so that we can 
know the functions of the three branches of our government and 
how each branch balances the other branches power. 

 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th Grade: 
 
This week we began work in chapter 2 where we focus on addition and 
subtraction of fractions and use of negative numbers. By the time you get this 
letter 7b will have completed their unit one test, which focuses on experimental 
and theoretical probability, conversion between percents, decimals, and 
fractions, and manipulation a sample space.  
 
8th Grade: 
 
Eighth graders are finished up the first algebra unit and became adept at 
simplifying complicated expressions by using algebra tiles. By the end of the 
week we were able to simplify groups of complicated expressions and solve for x. 
 

 
 

 
Accessing Materials: 

I still cannot add parents to the google classroom at this time, but I have 
started to email the weekly announcements. Let me know if you didn’t get the 
last one so I can add you to the list.  

The online book is at  sso.cpm.org . 7th grade is working from CC2 and 8th 
is working from CC3. 
       I would like to reduce the paper load, especially since we have several 
paperless options available, but I understand that some would prefer to have a 
physical document. I always have a few physical homework handouts as well as a 
copier in my class. 

http://sso.cpm.org/


 
 

 


